

































“Oh Britannia, don’t you know where you are going?”
The Representation of Xenophobia in Dickens: The Case of Little Dorrit
楚　輪　松　人
Matsuto SOWA
【図版１】 Illustrated wrapper for Little Dorrit , No. IX 























によれば，その定義は “A deep antipathy to 





sense of justice . . . is not impaired by prejudice 
















　　 ［N］ot only were xenophobic sentiments 
easily provoked at mid-century, but 
xenophobic discourses, practices, and 
ideologies were widespread and part and 



































は疫病の国ですから─（“... as we come from 
the East, and as the East is the country of the 





































　　 I wish I were Commander in Chief of 
India. The ﬁ rst thing I would do to strike 
that Oriental race with amazement (not in 
the least regarding them as if they lived in 
the Strand, London, or at Camden Town), 
should be to proclaim to them, in their 
language, that I considered my holding 
that appointment by the leave of God, to 
mean that I should do my utmost to 
exterminate the Race upon whom the stain 
of the late cruelties rested; and that I 
begged them to do me the favor to observe 
that I was there for that purpose and no 
other, and was now proceeding, with all 
convenien t  d i spa tch  and  merc i fu l 
swiftness of execution, to blot it out of 
mankind and raze it off the face of the 



























































　　 The only two southerners introduced 
prominently into his novels, the two in 
Lit t le  Dorri t ,  are  popular  Engl ish 
foreigners,  I  had almost said stage 
foreigners. Villainy is, in English eyes, a 
southern trait ,  therefore one of the 
foreigners is villainous. Vivacity is, in 
English eyes, another southern trait, 









【図版２】 “Rigaud and Cavalletto” by Sol Eytinge 1871, 
Wood engraving.Second full-page illustration 





























　　 It was uphill work for a foreigner, lame or 
sound, to make his way with the Bleeding 
Hearts. In the first place, ［1］ they were 
vaguely persuaded that every foreigner 
had a knife about him; in the second, ［2］ 
they held it to be a sound constitutional 
national axiom that he ought to go home 
to his own country. They never thought of 
inqui r ing  how many of  the i r  own 
countrymen would be returned upon their 
hands from divers parts of the world, if 
the principle were generally recognised; 
they considered it  particularly and 
peculiarly British. In the third place, ［3］ 
they had a notion that it was a sort of 
Divine visitation upon a foreigner that he 
was not an Englishman, and that all kinds 
of calamities happened to his country 
because it did things that England did not, 
and did not do things that England did. 






























　　 　This, therefore, might be called a 
― 65 ―
「ブリタニアよ，何処へ行く？」ディケンズにおける外国人嫌いの表象─『リトル・ドリット』 の場合（楚輪　松人）
political position of the Bleeding Hearts; 
but they entertained other objections to 
having foreigners in the Yard. ［4］ They 
believed that foreigners were always 
badly oﬀ ; and though they were as ill oﬀ  
themselves as they could desire to be, that 
d id  no t  d imin ish  the  fo rce  o f  the 
object ion.  ［5］ They bel ieved that 
foreigners were dragooned and bayoneted; 
and though they certainly got their own 
skulls promptly fractured if they showed 
any ill-humour, still it was with a blunt 
instrument, and that didn’t count. ［6］ 
They believed that foreigners were always 
immora l ;  and  though they  had  an 
occasional assize at home, and now and 
then a divorce case or so, that had nothing 
to do with it. ［7］ They believed that 
foreigners had no independent spirit, as 
never being escorted to the poll in droves 
by Lord Decimus Tite Barnacle, with 
colours flying and the tune of Rule 
Britannia playing. Not to be tedious, they 
had many other beliefs of a similar kind. 

























　　 Even those few among our countrymen 
who have enjoyed good opportunities of 
observation, are hampered, unwittingly, 
by a burden of national prejudices which 
it would take pages merely to enumerate. 
The Italians are Papists̶they spit on the 
floor̶the peasantry draw their knives 
when they quarrel̶the gentlemen do not 
give dinners. ［…］ Assassination, again, 
which Spanish rule made so common, is 
still the bugbear of foreigners; and one of 
the most intelligent of our recent travellers 
has allowed himself to believe that in 
Rome there is committed on an average 



































　　 On this man, with his moustache going up 
and his nose coming down in that most 
evil of smiles, and with his surface eyes 
looking as if they belonged to his dyed 
hair, and had had their natural power of 
reflecting light stopped by some similar 
process, Nature, always true, and never 
working in vain, had set the mark, 




















【図版３】 Napoleon III. A portrait by Frank Moore 
Colby. Outlines of General History (New 


















　　 Though the illustrations suggest that he 
may have been intended as a sort of 
cartoon of Napoleon III, whose régime 
Dickens loathed― in which case the tie-
up between Blandois and the Clennams 
may figure a close relationship between 
the shady ﬁ nancial interests disguised by 
the flashy façade of the Second Empire 
and the respectable business interests of 
British merchants, so inhuman behind 
their mask of morality. Blandois is 
crushed in the end by the collapse of the 
Clennams’ house, as people were already 
predicting that Napoleon would be by that 



































　　 “He is the Napoleon of crime, Watson. He 
is the organizer of half that is evil and of 
nearly all that is undetected in this great 
city. He is a genius, a philosopher, an 
abstract thinker. He has a brain of the ﬁ rst 
order. He sits motionless, like a spider in 
the centre of its web, but that web has a 
thousand radiations, and he knows well 
every quiver of each of them. He does 























































　　A violet by a mossy stone
　　Half hidden from the eye!










Dorrit presented hope that the foreign pollution 
























　　　Dear Little Dorrit! 
　　 　Looking back upon his own poor story, 
she was its vanishing-point. Everything in 
its perspective led to her innocent ﬁ gure. 
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He had travelled thousands of miles 
towards it; previous unquiet hopes and 
doubts had worked themselves out before 
it; it was the centre of the interest of his 
life; it was the termination of everything 
that was good and pleasant in it; beyond 
there was nothing but mere waste and 








































りて行った （Went down into a modest life of 














　　 In the love of Little Dorrit and Clennam, 
there seems to be little passion, but a 
sobriety of resignation, almost a note of 
sadness. (Wilson 48)
確かに，小説の結末にあるのは「醒めた諦め 













　　 I am hourly strengthened in my old belief, 
that our political aristocracy and our tuft-
hunting are the death of England. In all 
this business I don’t see a gleam of hope. 
(Dickens, Letters 7: 523)
「仕事ヤルベカラズ」（HOW NOT TO DO 
IT; Dickens, LD. I. 10: 85）を標榜する「迂遠
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語圏文学・文化）『英語圏文学・文化におけ
る移民・外国人の表象』」で発表したもので
す。シンポジウムの講師の一人として貴重な
機会をいただいたことに対して，司会・講師
の松本三重子氏（愛知県立大学名誉教授）及
び第70回大会事務局の方々に深く感謝申し上
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